Growing NcPcnthcs Fitcher Plants

Nepenthes are tropical pitcher plants native to arts of South [ ast Asia, India, Madagascar and
P fiest pllancep i &
/f\ustraﬁfa. Most are vines, but some remain compact in habit. 'rinc common name, "Mon‘&ccg Cups,"

comes from monkeys occasionally drinking the fluid in the sitchers.
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he Pitcher is actua”g a SWCHEHS of the mid-vein in the
leaf. fnscc’cs are attracted to this because of nectar
secretions and coloration. T he 5fiPPcr3 rim and inner
walls of the Pftchcr encourage insects to fall into the
&igestivc fluid at the bottom of the trap. Nutrients are
absarbed from this "soup.”

I'FHOU Zrow Orchidsina grecnhousc} then Ncpcnthcs
should thrive with the orchids, nf:f:ciing similar

conditions.

Sun: Ncpcnthcs gcncra”g like bright iig}wt without much
direct sun. About 50% sun or ciap{.v{cd shade is good.
F[ant !ights often work well if thcy are broad spectrum

and are l(.cpt_just Far cnoug!ﬁ away to Prcvcnt

ovcrhcating or 5corching. Thin, spin&]ﬁ Piants or poor
coloration are a sign of too weak a !ight. Sun bumn

usuaiig appears as red or dead zones on the upper most growt}'l, Facing the sun or !ight.

Water: Do not allow NcPcnthcs to cfry out completdg. TEwcy benefit from moist media and
occasional F|oocling to wash away any accumulated salts. Usc rclativc@ clean water such as rain,
distilled or Purhcicd water. Tap water can be used in many localities if the water is low in salts. | ow

]CVCI C]ﬂIOriﬂC ClOCS not seem to bc a Problcm.

Humiditg: While Ncpcnthcs often tolerate low Plumfclitg, thcy usuaHB stop making pl’tcl’vcrs. Humid
environments such as greem!ﬂouscs, terrariums or even tents made from sticks and clear P]astic ]3855
can Providc the needed humiciitg. He sure to Providc some ventilation to prevent ovcrl'lcating and
stagnant air. Manﬂ PcoPIc put their plants outdoors during warm, humid weather. Some shade must
be Provfdcd and bring the piant(s) indoors before temperatures clroP below 50°T.



Tcmpcraturc; Most types thrive at tcmpcraturcs between 55-95°f. HigHand spccics such as
N.burbic;gcac, N. fowii, N. ra}ah, N villosa and others pre'ﬁcr cool m’ghts near 55-60 and clags around
70~85°1:. N. fusca and N. sz:ngu:'nca Prchr coolcr, Lut tolerate warmer culture. T]nc lowland tgpcs
are more tolerant of warmer conditions and usua”g are easier to grow. Thfs group includes: N.alata,
N. eymac (infundibuliformis, cgmai), N.khasiana, N. mirabilis, N. ventricosa, N. ampu”aria, N.
bicalcarata, N. 5raci[is, N. maxima and many others. Most of the available l‘xgbn'c]s are also in this
category. N. x ’Dgcriana:’ N. x'(Chelsonii,' N. Williamsii', N. xVentrata', N. x’SuPcrba' and other
hﬂbricls are usua”g the casiest to grow and have been selected for colorful Pitc}wcrs.

Flanting Mixes: There are many porous, low-{:cr{:iiity mixes that work. | hese contain tree fern fiber,
clﬁoppcci fir barik:, Eong fiber 5Phagnum moss, peat moss and Pcr|itc. The media should be well drained
and open cnough 5o air reaches the roots. Combina’cions of the above ingrcdfcnts also work well.
RCPO’: i the media breaks down, the P}ant dries out too ciuicuLLj, or Pla nt size indicates a biggcr pot is
needed. Do not use c]aﬂ Pots as salts tend to build up in them. Ncpcnt%cs roots are t9P553Ii3

lackish and fine. Vibrating the containeris a good way to settle the media around the roots; Pus.L]ing
the media down can clamagc these fine roots. Water well after rc?ot’cing& this will also hclp settle the

mix around the roots. We do not recommend fertilizers added to media.

Fccding: Iggou are growing the P|ant where it cannot catch insects Foriong Pcriods, you can add an
occasional small insect such as a Hy, a cockroach orafew very small insects to mature Pitcl*zc:rs. Thisis
not norma”g needed. Man3 types benefit from 1,/8 teaspoon of Miracid™ fertilizer per quart of
water, this solution should be added on!y to the Pitc'hcrs until thcy are 3,/4 filled.

(General: After situating the Plant where itis to grow, add a little water to the Pitchcrs, about 1,/2-
P & inch. fn shiPPing or transporting, the fluid norma”5 Prcscnt gets dumpcd out and sometimes these
Pitckcrs will c{rg out and die. Rc?i“ing }-uclps combat this. Fitchers and leaves die natura”y as the P|an1:
grows and these should be trimmed off for best culture. Since many Ncpcnt}wcs are vines, we suggest
Pruning the green stems back to encourage side shoots and a fuller Plant. T he vines can also be
trained up a stake orleft to l'\ang low in an elevated container such as a hanging basket. A”owing the
vines to descend often encourages the Plant to PUt up new basal 5hoot5, rcsu|tingin a Prcttif:r Piant
|tis best not to prune more than 0% of the Fo]iagc otf the Pfant at any one time. [f the PIant fails to
make Pitcl-lcrs) increase }"oumiclitﬂ. Some growers mist their Plants with pure water but we do not advise
this as it can encourage leaf spotting ordiseases. Acﬁidiﬂg air to the water can EC|P growtl—x 53
rcciucing) the chance of stagnation. 5imp|5 put the water in a clean tfghtfg—covcrcd container, half-
filled, and shake it vigorouslg to acrate it before watering, Awvoid dripping cold water on the leaves.

NcPcnt}ws can live for many years with proper care.



